A new mineral law regime was introduced when the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act 28 of 2002 (MPRDA) commenced. Common law mineral rights were abolished and replaced by statutorily created rights to minerals. Prospecting rights and mining rights granted in terms of the MPRDA entitle their holders, amongst other things, to enter the designated prospecting or mining area in order to commence with and conduct prospecting or mining activities. This contribution focusses on the question whether the entitlement to "enter" the land to which a specific prospecting or mining right relates automatically includes the ancillary right to be granted access over the property of others in order to enter the designated prospecting or mining area. It is important to determine the source or origin of the right to access in the new regime and to differentiate between "access" and "entry". It would not be just or justifiable summarily to accept that legal principles that developed under a completely different regime apply unchanged in a new regime.
Introduction
The extraction of mineral resources in South Africa is regulated by the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Act 28 of 2002 (MPRDA). 1 Section 5(1) of the MPRDA defines prospecting and mining rights that have been granted in terms of the Act and registered in terms of the Mining Titles Registration Act 2 as limited real rights in the minerals and the land to which they relate. This Act purports, amongst other things, to delineate the rights and obligations of holders of prospecting and mining rights. 3 Section 5(3) sets out the entitlements acquired by right holders. This section inter alia provides that the holder of a prospecting or mining right is entitled to enter the land to which the right relates and to carry out any activity incidental to prospecting or mining, provided that the relevant activity does not contravene the provisions of the MPRDA. As prospecting and mining rights are often acquired in relation to land owned by other parties, the entitlements associated with these rights infringe on and burden the ownership entitlements of landowners. This is a common characteristic shared by all limited real rights or iura in re aliena. 4 The extent of the infringement that has to be endured by landowners is symmetrical to the extent of the right holders' entitlements. 5 One would expect that the interpretation of provisions delineating the entitlements acquired by holders of prospecting and mining rights and the determination of the consequential burden on landownership that they create would be quite simple. However, things are rarely as simple as they seem at first glance. The complex nature of the relationship between holders of rights to minerals and landowners is illustrated when the For the purposes of this contribution the term "mining rights" must be understood to include "mining permits". The discussion is of specific importance to small-scale miners due to the fact that mining permits are issued for mining operations only where the mining area does not exceed 5.0 hectares. Before the MPRDA was amended by the Mineral and Petroleum Resources Development Amendment Act 49 of 2008, s27(1)(b) stipulated that where parties applied for mining permits the mining area was limited to 1.5 hectares.
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Mostert and Pope Principles of the Law of Property in South Africa 236.
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Van der Walt Law of Servitudes 187 explains that servitudes are limited real rights that grant the holder specified entitlements over someone else's property and correspondingly reduce or burden the servient owner's entitlement to use and enjoy her own property.
E VAN DER SCHYFF PER / PELJ 2019 (22) 3 nuanced differentiation between the terms "enter" and "access" comes into play. The question arises whether section 5(3) that creates the statutory entitlement for a holder of a prospecting and mining right to enter the land to which the right relates automatically entitles the holder of the right to access over an unburdened portion of land in order to enter the prospecting or mining area; 6 or whether access over unburdened portions of property to facilitate entry to the prospecting or mining area must independently be negotiated and compensated. The question gains prominence due to the fact that the MPRDA is mute on the issue of access and does not expressly provide for the compulsory compensation of a land owner for the surface use of its property for the purposes of prospecting or mining, 7 except in cases of expropriation or by means of arbitration. 8 The geological location of a given prospecting or mining site increases the potential for the matter of access to become a contentious issue. Where the prospecting or mining area borders on a public road, it is unlikely that access to the prospecting or mining area will become problematic. However, where the prospecting or mining area is located well within someone else's property in such a manner that it may be described as a landlocked area, or "blokland", the right to cross over another's property in order to enter the prospecting or mining area becomes important. The inherent complexity of the right to access such a landlocked prospecting or mining area is accentuated where the location of the prospecting or mining area provides for multiple possible access routes over different landowners' properties. The question that arises in these circumstances can be formulated from the perspective of the potentially affected parties as either:
 From the right holder's perspective, is the holder of a prospecting or mining right entitled to be granted access over the property of the landowner on whose property the prospecting or mining site is located in order to enter the land to which the right relates by virtue of the fact that a prospecting or mining right has been granted? or 6 The meaning that should be attributed to the term "the land" is discussed in para 3 below.
7
In the light of the decision of the Constitutional Court in City of Tshwane Metropolitan Municipality v Link Africa (Pty) Ltd 2015 6 SA 440 (CC) it may be argued that compensation is implicitly provided for in the MPRDA as reference to "any other law" includes reference to the common law, where the restriction of the ownership of landowners through the acquisition of limited real rights by others was accompanied by the duty to compensate the landowner justly.  From the landowner's perspective, is the landowner whose land is burdened with a prospecting or mining right statutorily obliged to provide access over his property to the holder of a right to minerals, particularly if there is a potentially shorter and less burdensome route over another's property? or  From a neighbour's perspective, may a neighbouring owner's land be burdened with the obligation to provide access to a prospecting or mining area located on another party's land?
Three basic premises underpin this contribution. The first is that the notions "access" and "enter" should not summarily be regarded as synonyms. It is possible to differentiate between these terms on the basis of their ordinary meanings. From dictionaries it is clear that "access" can be interpreted as "the means by which you get to a place" 9 or "the ability to approach or pass to and from a place". 10 "Enter" on the other hand is defined as "to come or go into a particular place", 11 or "to set foot in, cross the threshold of, pass into". 12 In addition it can be deduced from the wording of section 54(1) of the MPRDA that the legislature did not regard "access" and "enter" to be synonyms either. Section 54(1)(a) deals with scenarios where the holder of a right to minerals is refused entry to the land, while section 54(1)(b) refers to those scenarios where the owner of the land "places unreasonable demands in return for access to the land". Section 54(1)(c) attempts to assist right holders where the owner of the land or the lawful occupier "cannot be found in order to apply for access".
The second basic premise is that a prospecting right and a mining right are meaningless and void of value if the holder thereof is not provided with access to the area designated as the prospecting or mining area in order to enter onto it, to commence with, and to conduct the relevant exploitation activities. The third basic premise is that access over another's property (as distinguished from entrance to the prospecting or mining area) will generally become a contentious issue only where parties do not constructively engage with each other, or relationships between the affected parties are either non-existent or deteriorate over time with one or all parties having unrealistic claims or expectations. In order to address these disputes fairly, and to ensure that parties who do engage constructively are on an equal footing during the deliberations, it is imperative to understand the legal nature, origin and extent of the right to access in the MPRDA regime.
In an attempt to contextualise the discussion regarding the right of the holder of a prospecting or mining right to obtain access over a non-right holder's property to enter the land to which the prospecting or mining right relates, this discussion will commence with an overview of applicable common law principles. 13 Thereafter, light is shed on the right to access and entry as provided for in the MPRDA. In the penultimate section of this contribution the decision of the Supreme Court of Appeal in Joubert v Maranda Mining Company (Pty) Ltd 14 is revisited. In the final instance the issue of access is considered from a different angle.
2 A discussion of applicable common law principles
Why does the common law matter?
The MPRDA introduced a new regulatory regime pertaining to the exploitation of the country's mineral and petroleum resources. Although this system irrevocably broke all bonds with the preceding regulatory regime by disavowing the judicially recognised link between land and the minerals embedded in the land, 15 the legislature did not summarily wipe the common law slate clean. South African mineral law has since its earliest days comprised of a unique blend of statutory law and common law. 16 Despite the regime change effected by the MPRDA, 17 the Act provides for the continued but contextualised application of the common law in the current mineral and petroleum regime. Section 4 of the MPRDA requires that when a provision of the Act is interpreted, "any reasonable interpretation which is consistent with the objects of the Act must be preferred over any other interpretation which is inconsistent with such objects". Section 4(2) then expressly states that it is only when the
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The term "common law" when used in this contribution refers to South Africa's Roman-Dutch common law heritage unless it is specifically indicated that the term refers to English common law principles. common law is inconsistent with the MPRDA that the Act prevails. This section of the MPRDA statutorily entrenches the accepted principle of the interpretation of statutes that statutory provisions are not deemed to interfere with or detract from the common law unless the intention of the legislature to do so is expressly stated or the inference from the statute is such that no other conclusion can be reached than that the legislature had such an intention. 18 Section 4(2) subsequently underpins the requisite analyses of applicable common law principles when any provision of the MPRDA is to be interpreted.
The right to access
Under the preceding mineral law regime, independent mineral rights were classified as quasi servitudes. 19 An independent mineral right originated from the common law entitlement of a landowner to use his or her immovable property to his or her benefit. Once mineral rights were severed from landownership the landowner's dominium was subtracted from, and a third party acquired a right that initially formed part of the allencompassing ownership entitlement of the landowner. As such, independent mineral rights were classified as iure in re aliena, or limited real rights. Mineral rights were thus regarded as a "portion of the dominium of the land" 20 which could be severed from the ownership of the land to constitute independent rights. 21
At common law, and in terms of the Minerals Act 50 of 1991, the genesis of the relationship between a landowner and the holder of mineral rights in his land was a contractual agreement entered into between the parties or their predecessors in title. 22 25 where the court stressed: "whosoever grants a thing is deemed to grant that without which the grant itself would be of no effect". Where mineral rights were willingly and consensually severed from ownership (either by the current landowner or his predecessors), a landowner could not deny the holder of the mineral rights access over the land in order to enter the specific designated prospecting or mining area. The right to be allowed access over property in order to enter a prospecting or mining area was regarded as an ancillary right without which prospecting or mining could not effectively be conducted. 26 This state of affairs corresponds with the principles applicable to the "creation of a right of way by implied consent" 27 -the rule that applied where a landlocked-portion of land was created by the subdivision of the land. In such circumstances it was assumed that a right of way was established by implied consent in favour of any subdivision without direct access to a public road. Due to the existence of the implied right of way, a servitude of right of way could not be imposed on third-party neighbours who were not involved in the subdivision.
However, the right to access the property and the mineral right were not regarded as a collective unity and more often than not servitudes of right of way were registered against title deeds of property in addition to the registration of the mineral rights. The registration of the servitudes of right of way created independent limited real rights that were enforceable by the holders thereof against the whole world (erga omnes). 28 a specific access road by the mineral rights holder who exercised his rights.
As both the severance of mineral rights from landownership and the location of access roads were contractually determined, the parties agreed to the extent of compensation payable to the landowners for the occupation of both the prospecting or mining areas and access roads. Consequently the landowner was duly compensated for the restriction of his dominium. 29 This compensation mitigated the burden brought about by the interference with the landowner's surface rights and the obligation to allow the right holder access to the prospecting or mining area. This relationship was governed by the principles of the law of servitudes, 30 and consequently the mineral right holder's rights often trumped those of the landowner in cases where irreconcilable conflict arose between the parties in situations where they were in competition. There was "no room for the exercise of the rights of both parties simultaneously" 31 -a fact attested to by the decision in Anglo Operations Ltd v Sandhurst Estates (Pty) Ltd. 32
The right to access and entry provided for in the MPRDA
Section 5(3) of the MPRDA sets out the entitlements acquired by holders of prospecting and mining rights. 33 This section entitles the holder of a prospecting or mining right to:
(a) enter the land to which such right relates together with his or her employees, and bring onto that land any plant, machinery or equipment and build, construct or lay down any surface, underground or under sea infrastructure which may be required for the purpose of prospecting [or] mining, … as the case may be;
29
This compensation must not be confused with the royalties paid to the landowner calculated after the minerals were extracted.
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Van der Schyff Property in Minerals and Petroleum 67. In para 22 the court explained "absent any express or tacit term of the grant, the mineral rights holder is entitled, by virtue of a term implied by law, to conduct open cast mining when it is reasonably necessary in order to remove the minerals, provided that is done in a manner least injurious to the interests of the surface owner". The intricate framework within which servitudes are to be interpreted is analysed by Similar entitlements are afforded to holders of mining permits in s 27 (7) The entitlements that have been associated with the extraction of mineral resources in preceding mineral law regimes as set out in case law 34 and codified in the Minerals Act 35 have been captured in section 5(3) of the MPRDA. 36 The entitlement to be granted access over another's land in order to enter the prospecting or mining area is, however, glaringly absent.
Although the entitlement to enter land to which a prospecting or mining right relates is basically without meaning if the right holder does not obtain the necessary right to traverse surrounding property in order to be able to enter the designated prospecting or mining area, the principles that underpin the relationship between holders of prospecting and mining rights and landowners have changed substantially with the promulgation of the MPRDA. It is proposed in this contribution that although the right to access and the entitlement to entry are still interrelated and inter-dependent, the structure and foundation of the new mineral law regime renders it impossible to argue that these are two sides of the same coin and simultaneously entrenched in section 5(3)(a). This proposition is founded on the argument that although the entitlement to enter a designated prospecting or mining area is a statutorily created entitlement, the right to access a non-right holder's property in order to enter the designated prospecting or mining area is an independent right that has to be negotiated independently with the landowner or landowners over whose property reasonable access to the prospecting or mining area would cause the least damage and which would constitute the route that allows the shortest exist to a public road -a right for which affected landowner(s) should be adequately compensated.
As alluded to above, the promulgation of the MPRDA abolished the common law origin of rights to minerals. 37 After the statutory severance of the unity between land and the minerals embedded in and under the land, ownership can no longer be regarded as the source of the entitlements acquired by the holders of any of the MPRDA-determined rights in minerals. A major legal consequence flowing from this development is that the relationship between landowners and holders of mining and prospecting rights has been redefined. 38 Under the MPRDA this relationship originates from and is rooted in statute. 39 Although the MPRDA provides for a consultation process through which applicants planning to conduct mineral or petroleum development operations must engage with landowners, lawful occupiers and interested-and-affected parties, 40 there is no question of a mutually consensual contractual relationship between the parties from which the right holders' entitlements originate. The logic and reasonableness behind the reasoning that a landowner who alienated his mineral rights simultaneously provided the full extent of ancillary rights without which mineral rights could not be exercised, including the implied consent to provide access over his property to the designated prospecting or mining area, fell away when the landowner's mineral rights were extinguished with the promulgation of the MPRDA.
The first inkling that access over property is not summarily included in the scope of the entitlements provided for in section 5(3) is found in section 54. Here the legislature not only differentiates between "entry" and "access", 41 but obliges holders of prospecting rights and mining rights to notify the relevant regional manager if the holder of the right is prevented from commencing or conducting prospecting or mining operations because the lawful occupier or the owner of the land in question "cannot be found in order to apply for access". It is imperative to note the context of the obligation created in section 54(1)(c). The responsibility to notify the regional manager falls on holders of prospecting and mining rights and not on applicants for prospecting and mining rights. The importance of this observation is rooted in the fact that sections 16 and 22 of the MPRDA respectively oblige applicants for prospecting and mining rights to "consult in the prescribed manner with the landowner, lawful occupier and any interested and affected party", whereas section 54 refers to the "holder" of a right to minerals. Section 54 consequently can come into play only once the prospecting or mining right has already been granted and the consultation process completed. The significance hereof is that although one could accept that deliberations ensuring adequate access over property in order to enter the prospecting or mining area would generally (and preferably should) form part of the consultation process, "access" and "entry" are regarded by the legislature as two distinct notions.
In addition, it should be emphasised that section 5(1) stipulates that, once granted and registered in the terms of the Mining Titles Registration Act, 42 a prospecting right or mining right is a limited real right in respect of the mineral and the land to which such a right relates. It is difficult to see how the "land to which the right relates" can have another meaning than the meaning attributed respectively to "prospecting area" and "mining area" in section 1 of the MPRDA. 43 Here it is provided that "mining area" in relation to a mining right "means the area on which the extraction of any mineral has been authorised and for which that right … is granted". "Prospecting area" in turn means "the area of land which is subject to any prospecting right". 44 (c) the scale to which the plan has been drawn; (d) the location and where applicable, the name and number of the land to which the application relates;
(e) the extent of the land to which the application relates;
(f) the boundaries of the land to which the application relates;
(g) surface structures and registered servitudes where applicable; and (h) the topography of the land to which the application relates.
The limited real right acquired by the right holder thus relates to a precisely described piece of land. It is only this carefully circumscribed area that may be entered with the aim of conducting the authorised extractive activities, and only this area from which minerals may be removed to be disposed of. Although a mining right holder's responsibilities in relation to any environmental, health, social and labour matters are statutorily extended to cover an area that may exceed the prospecting or mining area, 46 the extent of the limited real right and its concomitant entitlements acquired by a right holder are limited to the precise area as indicated in the required plans and diagrams. It is noteworthy that the regulations do not prescribe that the access route to the prospecting or mining area must be indicated on the prescribed plan. This is arguably another indication that the legislature did not mean to incorporate access over the land of the landowner on whose property the prospecting or mining area is located as an integral, non-negotiable part of the entitlement to "enter the land to which the right relates", but considered it an independent matter that had to be determined on a case-by-case basis. This may even be done after the appropriate right has been granted.
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MPRDA s 1 definition of "mining area" (b). 
The facts 50
The dispute between the parties concerned an area of about 1,5 hectares that comprise 0,3 per cent of the applicant's property and typically represented a "blokland" or landlocked area. The mineral rights were severed from landownership during the previous mineral law regime. It is anomalous to state that Maranda Mining acquired the "mineral rights", but due to the fact that this is the manner in which the courts described the facts of the case, this is the manner in which the facts will be presented in this contribution. The sale agreement contained a "voetstoots clause" which recorded that the Murray Foundation was aware that Maranda Mining had lodged an application for a mining permit and that Come Lucky had lodged an objection against the issuing of the mining permit. However, the Murray Foundation had not been informed of or was not aware of the fact that a mining permit had indeed been issued, despite the fact that Come Lucky's attorneys had been provided with a copy of the mining permit as early as in inter alia that Sanwild Wildlife Trust, Come Lucky and Murray Foundation be interdicted and restrained from refusing it access to the land. The court a quo found that Maranda Mining had substantiated its right to the requested relief as it had a clear right to access the land, because the mining permit's validity had not been challenged. Although the required relief was granted to Maranda Mining, leave to appeal was granted to the parties who were cited as appellants in the appeal proceedings.
Appellants' submissions
The appellants' main argument to the SCA was that Maranda Mining, the respondent in the SCA, "sought access to the entire parcel of land from a gate envisaging a seven kilometre route to the mineral rights area" although it was apparent from the environmental management plan that "the respondent's access to the mineral rights area was to be on a route of no longer than 1.5 km". 57 In addition the appellants surmised that the environmental management plan did not envisage the construction of a new road to provide access to the respondent over the property.
The SCA's finding
After scrutinising the notice of motion and founding affidavit, the court rejected the appellants' factual contention that Miranda Mining sought access to the entire land encompassing a seven kilometre route. The court held that "[w]hat [Maranda Mining] sought was access in principle to the mining area". 58 Therefore "[t]he crisp issue" before the court, to use Mlambo JA's words, was "whether the court a quo was correct in finding that the respondent had established a clear right to access". 59
In the run up to its finding the SCA briefly considered the scheme of the MPRDA relevant to the issue that had to be decided. 60 The court explained that section 27 (5) In contrast to ss 17 and 23, where it is respectively stated that prospecting and mining rights are "granted", it is stated in the MPRDA that mining permits are "issued". At the time when the dispute arose and was adjudicated, s 27 prescribed that when the regional manager accepted the application he was obliged to notify the applicant to consult with the landowner, lawful occupier and other interested and affected parties. The applicant had to submit the results of the consultation to the regional manager within 30 days.
section envisages consultation with landowners, lawful occupiers and interested and affected parties after the lodging and acceptance of an application for a mining permit. In addition, section 5(4)(c) (which has since been repealed but applied to the dispute at hand) required that the holder of a mining permit had to notify and consult with the owner or occupier of the land in question before mining activities could commence. The court held that the legislature had included the consultation requirement so that the applicant for a mining permit would have to explain to the landowner the impact that the prospecting or mining activities might have on the land and to "alleviate possible serious inroads being made on the property right of the landowner". 62 Mlambo JA, as he then was, alluded to section 27(7)(a), which affords holders of mining permits the entitlement to "enter the land to which such permit relates". 63 This right, he said, solidified once the holder of the mining permit had complied with the notification and consultation prescriptions. Maranda Mining had clearly complied with these requirements.
The court then dealt with the appellants' second submission, an issue that the court addressed "while strictly speaking" it thought it unnecessary to do so. 64 (This renders the court's remarks as obiter dicta, but they are still very relevant as they underpinned a later finding in the subsequent NGHC judgement cursorily discussed in paragraph 4.5 below.) 65 The appellants contended that the construction of a new road over the property had not been envisaged in Maranda Mining's approved environmental management plan. This submission was based on the fact that the "no" option block had been ticked in answer to the question whether it would be "necessary to construct roads to access the proposed operations", which question was contained in a form that had to be completed when Maranda Mining submitted the environmental management plan. 66 The court held that the issue could not be considered by relying on one part of the form in isolation from the rest of the form, as this question was one of a number of questions that related to access roads. 67 After considering all the questions and answers collectively, the court held that the construction of a new road had indeed been envisaged when the environmental management plan was submitted and approved. that there were existing roads from any public road to the mineral rights area, the Minister and officials of the DME were alive to the need for the construction of a new road. Despite the fact that the envisaged access route was not indicated on the submitted documents, the court abruptly came to the conclusion -"[t]herefore, when the permit was granted and the environmental management plan approved, the respondent was also granted the right to construct a new road to the mineral rights area". 68 -[Own emphasis].
The manner in which this finding is articulated leads to the conclusion that the court argued that because no access road existed, and because the right holder would not be able to commence with its mining activities if it were not granted access over the property in order to enter the mining area, the right to access the landlocked mining area summarily formed part of the right holder's right to enter the designated mining area. The court never distinguished between the notions of access and entry and clearly regarded the matter of access as inherently linked to the right holder's entitlement to enter the land and exploit its mining permit. 69 The court subsequently implicitly afforded a very wide interpretation to the term "enter". In coming to this view, the court did not consider that the MPRDA profoundly altered the relationship between landowners and holders of rights to minerals. It seems as if the court, when considering Maranda Mining's predicament (and perhaps being influenced by the appellants apparently obtrusive behaviour), unwittingly reverted to the common law position where access to prospecting and mining areas was regarded as following summarily upon the granting of a prospecting or mining right, because it was regarded as an ancillary right that implicitly formed part of the contractual agreement that underpinned the rights holder's right to exploit minerals. The court essentially attributed legal consequences to the consultation process prescribed in the MPRDA similar to those that originated in the previous regime from consensual contractual agreements that were concluded when mineral rights were severed from landownership.
Subsequent development
After the SCA's decision had been handed down in May 2009, the parties entered in negotiations regarding the proposed point of access to the land. However, a dispute arose over the proper interpretation of the court order, and in July 2009 Maranda Mining entered into contracts with the owner of the adjacent property to facilitate access which all parties agreed would be less intrusive to the applicants. Maranda Mining purchased the interest in the neighbouring land at a cost of R3.5 million for the purpose of gaining access to Murray Foundation's land "in a more convenient fashion". 70 Unfortunately another dispute arose between the parties when Maranda Mining started to fence off the prospecting area. The relationship between the parties deteriorated even further and resulted in the launching of an application for an interdict in the NGHC. A number of issues were raised in the application. As this contribution is concerned with the question of access only, the remainder of the claims will not be dealt with and the focus will fall only on the part of the application that dealt with the issue of access.
The issue of access in this application manifested itself as part of "other issues [that] relate to the compensation payable to the applicants for the occupying of the access road". 71 The applicants, which included the Trust and the Murray Foundation, essentially sought an order that Maranda Mining had to negotiate with them before it "occupied" the access road.
Murphy J held that the applicants fundamentally misconstrued their rights under the MPRDA. 72 Without separating the applicants' claim that Maranda Mining had to negotiate with them for occupation of the access road from the applicants' claim that Maranda Mining had to negotiate before taking occupation of the mining area, the court held that "there is no right in law to negotiate and agree the terms of occupation". Murphy J did not distinguish between the notions "access" and "enter" and essentially held that once a mining permit has been granted, the holder thereof has the right to access the property on which the mining area is situated in order to enter the latter. He also held that the duty to consult as contained in sections 5(4) and 27 of the MPRDA should not be regarded as a negotiation process but merely requires "that the permit holder engage in a consensus-seeking process involving the exchange of proposals and representations". 73 He held that the legislative scheme embodied in section 54 anticipates that a permit holder will be permitted to proceed to exercise its right even where parties have reached a "deadlock" during the consultative process, and consequently concluded that the question of compensation for loss or damage suffered or to be suffered as a consequence of the mining operations constituted the only topic for consultation. 74 It is not disputed that section 54 embodies the correct remedy when parties cannot reach consensus regarding the provision of access over property through which the holder of a prospecting or mining right is enabled to enter the property. Neither is it disputed that the right holder's entitlement to enter and occupy the mining area solidifies once the mining permit is granted and that this requires no further negotiations. What is disputed is that a prospecting or mining right should be regarded as the source of a right holder's entitlement to access the property on which the prospecting or mining area is situated in order to enter this area. The effect of the courts' decisions in both the Joubert v Maranda Mining Company (Pty) Ltd-cases is to extend the burden associated with allowing third parties entry to and access over one's property that is statutorily placed on landowners, but which burden is curtailed by being restricted to a designated portion of the landowner's property, to other portions of the property not burdened with the limited real right. It is not denied that holders of rights to minerals should be afforded access to the designated areas where the extractive operations are conducted. Should it be assumed, however, that the landowner on whose property the prospecting or mining area is situated is summarily burdened with the obligation to provide the required access over the land that would enable the right holder to enter the prospecting or mining area, particularly if other potential access routes over other properties exist?
A different perspective

Discussion
Although the decisions in Joubert v Maranda Mining Company (Pty) Ltd have been singled out in this contribution, no decided cases could be found where a court clearly differentiated between the entitlement to enter the prospecting or mining area and the ancillary right to access over property in order to enter a prospecting and mining area. 75 It seems as if a prospecting or mining right holder's right to access the property which is burdened with the prospecting or mining right is considered to be captured within the entitlement to enter the prospecting or mining area. 76 Although it is frequently mentioned as a point of departure in the judgments consulted that a new mineral law regime has been introduced by the MPRDA and that "common law mineral rights have been done away with under the MPRDA", 77 no court has paused to consider the effect of this regimechanging development on the interpretation of the entitlements acquired by holders of prospecting or mining rights, and the consequential burden the change places on landowners. This may be attributed to the manner in which arguments are presented to the courts, but maybe the time has come to take a step or two back and consider whether it is the only plausible interpretation that the legislature statutorily granted a right holder the right to access over the property of the landowner whose land is burdened with the prospecting or mining right to enable the right holder to enter a prospecting or mining site.
The need to establish a right to access is undisputed. This need would arise whenever the geographical location of a particular prospecting or mining site does not border a public road. However, to assume that the entitlement to enter a prospecting or mining area is encompassed in the statutory entitlement to enter a prospecting or mining area is unnecessarily limiting the right to access. Such an approach obliges the landowner whose land is burdened with the prospecting or mining right with the responsibility to provide the necessary access over the property, merely because his property is burdened with the prospecting or mining right. It simultaneously restricts the right holder's ability to negotiate the best suitable access route which might traverse other nearby or neighbouring but unrelated properties.
To consider a different approach regarding the notions "access" and "enter" it is necessary to assume, for a moment, that the legislature intentionally refrained from including an entitlement granting access over property in order to enable the right holder to enter the prospecting or mining area from the ambit of entitlements that collectively constitute prospecting or mining rights. This assumption can be motivated by the fact that the legislature distinguishes between the notions "access" and "entry" in section 54, as indicated in paragraph 3 above. correct, wherein then lies the origin and source of the indispensable right to be granted access over others' properties in order to enter designated prospecting and mining areas?
[i] Why might the legislature have refrained from incorporating the entitlement to access over property statutorily?
With the promulgation of the MPRDA the legislature has intentionally severed the link between ownership of land and the minerals contained in the land. The country's unsevered mineral resources have been bequeathed to the people of South Africa and the State has been declared the custodian thereof. 78 Due to the practical reality that minerals are contained in land, the majority of which is owned in a private property paradigm by legal personae, private landownership has to be restricted whenever a right to prospect or mine is granted, to ensure that holders of prospecting or mining rights can exercise their rights undisturbed and in accordance with the provisions of the MPRDA and the terms and conditions of the respective rights. Herein lies the reason for the statutory entitlement to enter the prospecting or mining area and to conduct the appropriate extractive actions as prescribed in section 5(3).
The link between the minerals and the land and a particular landowner is purely coincidental and determined by the location of the mineral deposits. The remedial aim of the MPRDA is to transform the mineral exploration landscape inter alia by promoting equitable access to the nation's mineral resources. 79 For this reason, ownership of land is no longer the bargaining chip that determines access to mineral resources. However, the MPRDA is neither aimed at excessively burdening landowners as a punishment for the collective sins committed during the time of the apartheid regime nor overtly generous with the nation's mineral resources. Therefore, the limited real right that is created in both the minerals and the land to which a prospecting or mining right relates is restricted to the clearly circumscribed area depicted in the relevant plans and diagrams for which the right has been granted. It may thus be argued that the legislature did not intend to extend the scope of the burden associated with the limited real right on the land encumbered with the prospecting or mining right to portions of the property that lay beyond the boundaries of the limited real right.
It might also have been that the legislature foresaw that certain factual situations might arise where it would be more beneficial and reasonable to 78 MPRDA s 3. develop an access route to the designated prospecting or mining area that crossed over other nearby or neighbouring but unrelated properties. If the right to be granted access over an unburdened portion of the burdened property is interpreted as statutorily incorporated in the entitlement of the prospecting or mining right, an unrelated landowner may argue that neither he nor his property is linked to the limited real right in question, as no legal nexus exists between his land and the "land to which the right relates". Such a landowner would thus not be obliged to engage in negotiations regarding access, as the right holder is required by law to look for access to the landowner on whose property the prospecting or mining area is located.
The argument is thus advanced that section 5(3) statutorily creates the entitlement to enter a prospecting or mining area. This entitlement, however, does not encompass the ancillary right to be summarily or simultaneously granted access over unburdened portions of property in order to exercise this entitlement. The right to access is to be negotiated with the affected landowner(s). (It is interesting to note in passing that the exclusive licence to exploit for and develop oil and gas that may be obtained in the United Kingdom in terms of the Petroleum Act of 1998, Chapter 17 does not include any rights to access. Licensees must obtain additional consent to access property in order not to commit trespass.) 80 [ii] Wherein then lies the origin and source of the indispensable right to be granted access over others' properties in order to enter designated prospecting and mining areas?
It is obvious that the entitlement to enter a prospecting or mining area to conduct prospecting or mining, without the ancillary right to be granted access over unburdened property (or an unburdened portion of property) in order to reach the prospecting or mining area, is an empty entitlement. Huffman noted in a different context that "[t]he law is the handmaiden of social existence". 81 In fulfilling its social function 82 of maintaining social order 83 the law of property has developed a remedy that may assist both landowners and right holders in this context. The nexus between South African mineral law and property law is undisputed. When a prospecting or mining right is granted, the holder of the right acquires the exclusive right to use a specific demarcated area that is owned by another person. Where this area is geographically cut off from any public road, it is landlocked. The prospecting or mining area that is landlocked requires the granting of access to a public road. The "necessity" to be granted access is indisputable and inextricably linked to the granting of a prospecting or mining right. Where parties cannot negotiate a right of way the holder of the prospecting or mining right would be entitled to approach a court for the granting of a right of way of necessity once the prospecting or mining right has been granted. 86 Considering the surrounding circumstances of each individual case, the right holder would be able to identify the shortest route that provides access to a public road that permits the economic use and exploitation of the dominant tenement which does not impose an unreasonable burden on the servient land. 87 Just compensation must be offered. 88 Servitudes of right of way, or right of way of necessity are the mechanisms through which the right to access a prospecting or mining area is realised. Although there is a causal link between the granting of a prospecting or mining right, the common law underpins the existence of the right to access. This is the result of the MPRDA being mute regarding access over unburdened parcels of land or portions thereof. Van der Walt indicated that the right of way "remains the most important praedial servitude in South African law". 89 A whole body of legal principles has been developed by the courts that will apply mutatis mutandis whenever access is sought 84 Mostert Mineral Law 1. 
Concluding remarks
Courts readily profess that the MPRDA heralded a new mineral law regime. That this new regime diminishes a landowner's ability regarding his property is undisputed. Despite the fact that the common law still has a significant role to play in this new regulatory paradigm, it would not be just or justifiable to summarily accept that legal principles that developed under a completely different regime apply unchanged in a new regime. The foundational basis of the rights and concomitant ancillary rights that exist in this new regime must be re-determined. The interesting result may just be that "other" common law principles provide solutions to problems that arise in the MPRDA-founded dispensation. 
